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Above » The historic St. George Tabernadie is shown in St. George in 2023. Top left » The St. George Taberna
de Chor, circa 1880, with John Macfartane shown in the middle of the back row. Left » This image from August
1909 shows Catholic Bishop Lawrence Scanian

How can Latter—da Saints and Catholics

become friends

?An 1879 event points the way.

tells how people raised as Latter-day Saints
are preserving the old mopastery property
#nd its agricultural legacy.

On their “Mormon Land” podcast, The
Salt Lake Tribune’s Dave Noyoe and Peggy
Fletcher Stack were the first journalists to
interview me about “Monastery Mornings”
Since then, I've spoken to almost as many

Several of my closest colleagues at my
oldlaw firm, Jones Waldo Holbr 3ok & Mc-
were devout Latter-day Saints.
One of them, LeGrand Curtis, who, like Ste-
wen Snow, went on to serve as church histo-
rian, was the first to comfort me when abe-
partner di e ey
friend ever since.
Later, Iwatched at the Catholic funerul for

brodk — as his friend Thomas Monson, pres-
ident of The Clmrd\d.leauchrm of Lat-

Vickie Smoot. 1y legl assistant and friend
for tilmost four decades, came to my Catholic
wedding A few years lter, 1 jovfully attend-
ed usend-off before one of her children went
on a Latter-day Saint mission.

I'tool: a client (George Myers, another Lat-
ter-day Saint) to the Notre Dume-BY U foot-
ball game in Provo several years agn. We sat
in the Fighting Irish section and — despite
proudly wearing his Cougar jersey — Geonge
made fru:d’wnhlh(\rmmmﬁxmlxr

Finally, lrmvckdwmemm-lwlh
yet another Latter-day Saint client, Kent
qtmuug to attend a confierence together We

‘ome people who live in Utah, but donot
belong to the predominant Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Sints, feel os-
T've been lucky to have the op-
being part of s small group
Pﬂt—lnlhcﬂzi::—l've
but friendship: my Latter-day Saint
o Perhaps that's due to good karma
flowing from a wonderful but in-
terfaith act performed 145 years
agothis month.
Three remarkable but different men —
Erastus Snow, John Macfariane and Law-
rence Scanlan — are responsilie.
In the late 1800s, Erastus Snow —
from Vermont and
first Mormon
pioneers toenter the Salt CHRS CALDWRLL
Lake Valley — was an This 2018 photo shows the St. George Tabernade sfter 8 renovation etort.
apostle of his church. He
alsownsinchargrofthe  hospitably, offering us the useof ahalland  Deseret News on June 2, 1879, The letter
v growth and oper-  even of their own churches, wherein to say praised Scanlun as “a man of consideruble
. insouthern Utah  Mass and hold other services. I visited some information” .mdmmn- who, “consider-
( and the Four Corners  of! fv. and, i be liberal in his views™
morning to large and at#éritfee Gudisnces. Sorme M0 vears Tater, in May 2019, Catho-
E Afiery and After the services, many came to me and ex- lics und Latter-day Saints gathered again in
MICHAEL  seskeranddefenderol  presssd themseives well plassecwith our doc-the St Goonge Tabevminte s oo
RIEN e faith, Snow led sev-  trine,asked me severai questions and vited.  ceebrate the evers. Scalants Cathens oo
- erul church missionssll  me o come again” Hishop Oscar Solis, attended us did Latter-day
over the world. He slso Saint Steven Snow, then the church histori
reonstruction of 7, 77 an, as well as the great-great-great grandson
the hisoricandbesotiful . George Taber. <A M8 for intterfiith of Erustus Snow
mmmmwmnm masses Snow told the story of Alfredo Filippelia,
1877, # Catholic organist in Italy, who had heard
A(Msm Jdlnmdnm a Mq-&x-wt}mrmmmﬂw\hmhn about the 1879 St George Tabernack: Mass
tichy n'uybemddnrmm nndwlmadunqnl}xﬁm*‘nan Filip-
Mbe-ﬂm]mxicluﬂmml:- interest i f his Catholic Sunday church
houses of worship. He alsowrote M-ﬁhm'm:mmguhrdbmermm Guties 5o he abso could play piano for s nearby,
what likedy is the best-dmown Latter-daySaint  ions when they both were in Silver Reef smal] Latter-day Saint in Batti
M_hym‘f"uhr.k-qmm A friendship formed. paghiz that did not have s musician

muhwm :ll\nu-dl.

Omeuum'.Sanhnhcmmrdhm he
had no church choir in Silver Reef and bare-
chumldmvdl& Johrf's Catholic Church

by veyor In

er in 1879) Macfar-

hn made u mental note:

1879,
0 Silver Reed, s booming mine town 20 milles
northeast of St

u—:mmubam Utah for six

m;zh'-whatuﬂhn
far-fiung group of Catholics in the Utah Ter-
ritory, which inchuded Nevada. Scankan even-
tually would serve as first bishop of the Dio-
crseof Salt

In 1879, however, Scanlan was trying to
b\ﬂhdludxndﬂdu\d.w&r

told Snow about Scanlan's

cally for the event.

Macfariane’s trovpe practiced regular-
¥y, -ndmhnnimw!mnux-mm
grester precision and acouracy
Topping, “Scanian repx Mtnudpdvqu
aa,m&('mgmmlkmrmm

Latin

Aot 3 de of the: text”
mmmﬂmﬁ- “hrnmrb(dlynﬁved hundreds of
and Latter- Catholics and Latter-day Saints packed the
huwtﬁwwm Tabernacle for the service. Either Snow or

y -Mormon relations, my wpesk to the us-
Eﬁy“w’l‘h‘d&i_m

‘ed ane Scanian report sbout his ministry: mnswmm~
3 2 visit Mor- Amram” de-

mon towns, and they recetve ux kindly and

e ——.

-ﬂdﬂrmh-uﬂuﬁﬁdmh

“Thowe how acts of kindness can come hack”
Snow said, “even 140 years later ™

Sodo 1. Infact, I've seen it firsthand

My friends, the Trappist moriks from the
old Huntsville monastery. developed deep
bonds with their Latter-day Saint neighbors.
My 2021 memoir, “Monastery Mornings,”
zhout growing up at the sbbey, tried to ex
plain the padpabie sadness in the Ogden Val
ey whm the monks moved away:

rwith rlwh rw of deep winter

ing Easter. The hvhrmmm,p(mv
land.m:,mrvn of Huntsville awoke and
Ogeden River
* melting snowpack

formation and renew
andd the kast time

corme spring t the me valiey they hail
shared for as long as anyone could remermber

My Latter-day Saint
Sriends

Tam working on another book about thi
friendshin

Among other stories, it

ntes. My

dmmdnmdﬂmmmmlufun 2am
We had no celiphones back then to commu-
nicate or coordinate, but Kent was at the air
port to pick me up anyway, with a big smile
on his face.

Most of these wonderful saints probably
did not know, at least until now, ahout the
stary of ther 1679 St Georg: Tabernacke Mass

Their spmxual-ms\mhmsthmu
and John Macfariane would be prond. And
sowoukd Lawrence Scanlan

The Utah Irish Catholic priest conciud-
ed his St. Gearge remarks 15 vears agowith
these words: “] think you are wrong and you
think | am wrong, bt this should not prevent
us from tresting mdx otherwith due consid-
eration and

1 wisi wcdlﬂulhﬂnmﬂlmm
often today

Wiichaei Putrick O'Brten i « uriter and at-
torney living in Salt Lake City who ofter rep-
resents The Sait Lake Tribune in iepal matters
His book “Monastery Mornings: My Unusual
Boyhood Wmﬁmwﬂ'hﬁo “about
growing g with the ok at an okl Tragpist

ez "’anldmbvﬂrhquflhh
Veriters c the hest ronfiction book in 20222
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